all, he’s happy with it,”

llttle red flag to 1nd1cate plckup to the letter carrier,
There’s a bittersweet element in this story. Last April, Mabry, 63, was diagnosed with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, or Lou
Gehrig’s disease, for which there is no cure. When he can, he visits his buddies at Pee Dee Electric to hang out.

The mailbox, an impressive piece of workmanship, has gathered comments from far and wide, said Mabry. But, above

said Preslar. “And we accomplished that.”

“who |
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A Mailbox Fit for a Lineman

It took more than two years for Rod Mabry, a retired warehouse coordinator at Pee Dee Electric in Wadesboro to realize
his vision of converting an old electric transformer into a one-of-a-kind mailbox. Mabry can’t point to the exact source of his
inspiration, but it’s likely that he wanted a reminder of his years working as a Pee Dee Electric lineman and right-of-way fore-
man in the 1970s and 1980s. In 1985, a near fatal car accident left him unable to climb poles.

“If you get something in your blood,” it’s hard to deny it, said Mabry. “I'll always be a lineman at heart. I liked working
outside and the challenge, danger and excitement of it.”

For about two years, the transformer, an outdated model that came from a manufacturer friend of Mabry’s, sat in his car-
port. However, others knew about the plan. “I told Rod, ‘T'd be glad to finish it off for you,’” said Steve Preslar, a Pee Dee
Electric lineman, a friend of Mabry’s and an expert welder. “I said, ‘I promise you that you won’t see another one like it.””

Preslar and three other friends spent about two days turning the hulking transformer into a functioning mailbox for
Mabry’s home. “I had to think about it,” said Preslar. “It was a lot of prep work, but once I got the material, it didn’t take

long. I asked the transformer company, and it sent the orig-
BENEFIT FOR CHRISTIAN RATLIFF

inal paint. [ sanded it, primed it and painted it, and then cut
Saturday

it down about 14 to 16 inches.”
January 19t

Attached to the transformer’s side is a square metal
Tlam until...

At Anson Rescue Squad in Wadeshoro

oves it,” said Mabry.

Courtesy Victoria A. Rocha and www.ect.coop

AMS Wrestlers Win

The Anson Middle School

Cheraw on Saturday, January 5. The following wrestlers were named Wrestlers of the
Week after going 5-0: Juanwa Byrd, Caderris Thomas, Joshua Thompson, Nick Leak and Rayvon Kirkland. Honorable Men-
tion Wesley Cook 4-1, Brad Hildreth 4-1, Wesley Hatcher 4-1, Jaylin Powe 4-1, Marquaves Ratliff and Joseph Powell 3-2.
Match Results: Anson vs Lake City S.C. 72-29 won; Anson vs Hartville S.C. 78-24 won; Anson vs Buford 72-30
won; Anson vs North Central 54-45 won; Anson vs Long Middle 48-42 won.

wrestling squad won 1st place at Long Middle School in
$8 a plate, includes spaghetti, slaw, roll,

dessert & drink — plus Bake Sale
All proceeds will go towards medical expenses

By Mel L .. . .
v mven Christian is 8 years old. He had a liver

Overwhelming Response to Upcoming Barn Blast Fundraiser

In a release from the Anson County Partnership for Children: The seventh annual Barn Blast has received an over-
whelming response from the community and the Anson County Partnership is saying THANK YOU! Support has come in the
form of sponsorships, ticket sales and auction donations, as well as countless hours of service from the many volunteers work-
ing so hard to make this year’s Barn Blast a success. The Anson County Partnership for Children would like to thank presenting
sponsors Anson Bank and Trust, and Poisson Law for their support of the Barn Blast; and Union County Community Action,

presenting sponsor of the Champions for Children reception.

Donations for the auctions have been rolling in. The Partnership would like to extend its appreciation to all those businesses,
individuals and corporations that have provided auction items including John Crider of Crider Properties; Jack and Lois Crum-
pler; Nancy Cornwell of Sullivan Place B&B; Wadesboro Chiropractic; Bert and Martha Finchum; the Polkton Police Depart-

transplant on November 17, 2012. He is the
son of Damien Ratliff & Lauren Hardison.
His grandparents are Anthony & Patty
Ratliff and Bill & Selene Hardison. Greai-
grandparents are Annie Ratliff and the late
Floyd Ratliff, Faye Gathings and the late
Monroe Gathings, Mac & Betty Hardison,
Spencer & Margaret Lowe, all of Wadesboro.

ment; the Inn of the Patriots; James Shipley of National Amateur Sports; and James Price of Price’s Place Pottery & Antiques.
The Barn Blast will take place on Friday, January 25, from 6 to 11 p.m. at SPCC’s Lockhart-Taylor Center. It is a west-

ern-themed event that includes dinner, an open bar of beer and wine, music, silent and live auc-
tions, and lots of dancing and fun. Tickets for the Barn Blast are now sold out; however, anyone
interested in attending who does not yet have a ticket is encouraged to call the Partnership of-

fices to be placed on a waiting list.

Tickets are still available to the Champions for Children Reception prior to Barn Blast on January
25, from 4 to 5:30 p.m. in the Olde Mill Gallery, honoring local Champions for Children finalists:
HOLLA!, Gail Litaker, Charles Riddle and Vancine Sturdivant. Tickets for the Champions for Children
Reception are $60 per person and include wine, heavy hors d’oeuvres, live music and poetry reading
by Joseph Bathanti, Poet Laureate of North Carolina. $60 Reception tickets do not include entrance

to the Barn Blast.

Proceeds from the 2013
Barn Blast will be used to sup-
port the work of the Anson
County Partnership for Chil-
dren including the following
children’s literacy activities:
Dolly Parton’s Imagination Li-
brary, Motheread, Raising a
Reader Book Bag Program,
Reach Out and Read and

local book distributions.

The Anson County Part-
nership for Children is a non-
public/private
was
formed in 1996 in response
to the North Carolina Smart
Start initiative. The Partner-
ship is responsible for devel-
oping collaborative strategies
to meet the unique needs of
children and families in Anson
County focusing on: Child
Accessibility
Child
Health, Literacy and Family
Support Programs. For more

profit
organization

which

Care Quality,
and  Affordability,

Anson County Domestic

First Preshyterian Church - Wadeshoro
208 South Greene Street

and their many generous sponsors are

having their annual BBQ to raise funds for
ACDVC and to promote community awareness
against Domestic Violence & Sexual Assault.

RER

By Ed McBride

THE BOOK

’i oo Y .
MJ. CIL LI Jeeoeeerer IS NOW AVAILABLE

R em el
By Ed MeBde

We are pleased to offer this
80 page book containing
nearly 200 Remembering
columns by Ed McBride
that were published in The
Express Newspaper.

This book was presented to
Ed for his 90th birthday,
August 10, 2012. The subjects

f columns - people,

Friday
Jan 18w
10am-6pm

Violence Coalition
churches, schools,

events - have touched the
of many people
associated with Anson
County, North Carolina and

lives

Baked Beans, Rolls &

Plates Include: Chopped BBQ, Slaw,

beyond.
Each book is printed to
order, therefore the price is

Dessert...Yum!!

A Collection of Columns

Plate 38 ® Sandwich %3 * BBQ Quart Bag 310
Drinks included for eat-in

slightly higher than mass
produced books.
Call The Express for

Take Out Order
Call In or Fax Your Order

704-694-4499 or Fax 704-694-4515

s Available Written by Ed McBride for The Express Newspaper

Deliveries 11am until

information, 704-694-2480
or visit www. Blurb.com and

search “Ed McBride.”

information, contact Ashley

Haynes at 704-694-4036.

CLASS]FIEDS

1-9xtfn
Houses & apartments avail-
able for rent. Call Goodwin
Real Estate 704-695-2607
1-9x2chg
APARTMENTS FOR RENT
412 Orchard St in Wadesboro
803-408-9558

1-9x2pdcc
THE BANK’S LOSS is your
gain! Repos-hundreds to
choose from. Singles, doubles,
land-home deals! Low prices
& EZ financing! Haselden
Homes 843-921-9173

1-16x1chg
2013 NEW CLAYTON sin-
glewide, 2 bedroom, 1 bath
$27,900 includes setup, heat-
pump, vinyl skirting, 2 deck
steps! Payments start at $259
mo WAC. Haselden Homes
843-921-9173

1-16x1chg
New Clayton 4 bedroom, 2 bath
doublewide, den + living room,
finished  sheetrock, loaded
$64,900 includes setup, heat-
pump, vinyl skirting, 2 deck steps.
Payments start at $479 mo WAC!
Haselden Homes 843-921-9173

1-16x1chg
NEW YEARS SALE! All
new Clayton & Schult stock
model homes - priced below
wholesale! Save $1,00’s off retail.
Call Larry, Brad or Robert to dis-
cuss these awesome deals & set
up appointments to view homes!
Haselden Homes 843-921-9173

D.D.S. & ASSOCIATES

General, Cosmetic & lmplant Denfistry

6604 E. Marshville Blvd.
Marshville, NC 28103

704-624-6300
www.marshvilledentist.com

Insurance Agency, Inc.

& N
REAL ESTATE | | REAL ESTATE | SERVICES FOR SALE NOTICE B ASlC I lN ANCE lNC
1& 2BRAPARTMENTS | pOR SALE House & land. 4 QUALITY $300 CASH REWARD !
in  Wadesboro - $275 & | peqroom, 2 bath on 19.92 JEWELRY REPAIR LIKE NEW offered for information leading St g t
$325/month 1-800-329-8338 d conviction of Oop wn tO see us
- acres. Peachland-Polkton at Forbes Jewelers APPLI ANCES to the arrest and conviction o
. It | school district. 704-826-8044 704-694-5814 the person or persons involved or ca l l 704_6 94-3619
.HOUSES FOR RFA]\T. 1-9x4pd - with warranty now for in the breaking and entering
Crider & Crider  Properties | 5 peyw doublewides at invoice 12-5xfn sale at wholesale prices. the large red storage building . . .
704-694-3030 o | pricing! Saveover $12.0000n | CHECKS CASHED ANSON TRACTOR located beside Anson High Monday-Friday 8:30am-5:30pm
| the 2 unites! They won’t last | Free with purchase at Forbes & EQUIPMENT CO. School & across the highway
%& 3 BEDROOM HOMES long. Call Haselden Homes | jowelers beside CVS Call Wally Thomas from Feed My Lambs Min- 9 913 EaSt CaSWGH Stl’eet ° WadeSbOFO p
for rent in Polkton, $400 _to 843-921-9173. Call today! > 704-694-2375 istries on Hwy 74, Wadesboro.
$450 per month + deposit. I-16xichg | 104-694-5814 Call Eric @ 704-694-8400
Cable access. 704-272-8014
10-10xifn LUBE DANNY BEACHUM re]
FOR RENT 2 bedroom, 1 bath = E i
house in Lilesville 5450 mo. | [MONUENU (6307 LANDSCAPING MATERIALS ROBBIE HILL g o e - ST,
. = .
Deposit $300. 336_7185_‘;838 Dispose of your oil properly. r All types of Rock & Mulch, Driveway FOUR-A z = = 3 ; X
R RENT ]—3x | ———— Gravel, Topsoil, Sand & Base Material LOADER W{)RK < Oz
edroom David E. Jones, Owner Bag or Bulk on all Products : T ” “ gy
house for rent located in e —— - : Light Grading, h 23
Wadesboro. $400 per month 604 E Caswell St Perennials & Shrubbery i 4 & Cypress Mulch, = 8 5 2
plus deposit. 704-851-9776 Wadesboro LOADER WORK - PICKUP or DELIVERY  Driveway Rock. (-] (L} £ 222
 1-9x2chg 704-985-4714 Corner US Hwy 74 & 52 North 704 695 4721 z = 8 z"
FOR RENT Nice 3 bedroom, _ 704-475-2625 or 104-694-2221 = b =
 bath brick home. Air condi- lubedyna@carolina.rr.com www.BeachumlandscapingMaterials.com — @»
tioning, hardwood floors, ex-
cellent neighborhood. 2 miles
east of Wadesboro in . o R b b
Lilesville school district. $585 e 9 wurs Kenda" constr“dlon & Truckln 1
mo. 704-695-7270 anytime W. RANDALL CLINE, ﬂl}i AUSTIN S ﬂ]i ! obbins ¢ Associates

Licensed Contractors (NC & SC)
New Construction  Remodeling
o Insurance Claims o Decks  Vinyl
o Windows e Roofing ¢ Sand & Gravel
o Bull Dozer & Back Hoe Work

Larry Nendall - 704-694-8255  Ma Kendall: 704-694-8005

Mechanical Service, Inc,

Craig Austin
NC Lic 423639

RUUD
|

704-694-7893

John |. Ballard, Jr.

Account Executive

500 N. Church Street (28112)
P.O. Box 1458, Monroe, NC 28111

704-226-1300 (Phone)

704-690-0181 (Cell) - 704-226-1320 (Fax)
john@robbinsandassociates.com

=3
» Service

455 Mills Rd.
Polkton, NC

Office: 704-694-3738

a‘ﬂ Sidewalks - Driveways
=3 Stamping - Slabs

TREE
SERVICE

For All Your
Tree Trimming &
Removal Needs

104-695-6741

116(.).1.\/.[.t”Vern0n Road * Wadesboro

Long-Arm Mowmg

BYRUM
HEATING&AC

704- 624-2351

Catalytic Converters * Shocks
Custom Dual Exhaust - Tie Rods
Wheel Bearings - Drivetrain Repair

AND MORE !!! CALL or COME BY

E XHAUST Tracy Caudle

And ALL Your Pond
Other Concrete Needs! Dams
Ditches
Dé‘liﬂ!.S' Concrete Finishing | | papks o
15 Years Experience
Leslie Dennis Res: (704) 826-8037 B. L. Pope, Inc.
Onner Cell: (704) 695-2984 704-985-3096
Brakes/Mufflers

Let us provide your
community quality service.
We provide commercial and

residential service in Anson!

Yours Truly
Garbage Service

OpoM INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

Life and Health Insurance
~.Age () to 85

Looking for An Affordable
Car..A Deal..$,000 . up?

Traditional Life....

\ Easy Issue Life......nAge 0 to 85
THOMAS AUTO SALES Gual:anteed Issue Life"'Age 0to 85 There is gleilgsirgﬁia%:fei:;f(())/rn:'zcyclables
Medicare Supplements....(Any Age) (grass, wood and limbs)
639 Parkertown Road

Commercial Rates:

W ORKS 3971 Hwy 74 West
Across from School Bus Garage WALERLEYAA(]

Buck Odom $95/mo - Small Bin ¢ $175/mo - Large Bin
36 Years Experience (4-294-10 04-69 0p

Mt Gilead, NC 27306
910-220-3009

704-694-3250




