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Do You Need a Coat or Blanket?
Would You Like to Donate?

The Faith-Based Center of Hope continues their "Warm Coats, Warm Hearts"
program. They distribute coats to those in need as well as to schools in Anson County.

Blankets for the elderly are also available.

Gumbys on Highway 74 in Lilesville is a drop off site for donations, or a pick up
point for those who need a coat. Just call to schedule it.

To donate coats and blankets or to request help, please contact Vancine Sturdivant

at 704-848-4412.

Opportunity Zones and Rural North Carolina

By John Marek, Executive Director of the Anson Economic Development
Partnership (AnsonEDP): Last week, one of my board members asked me what,
specifically, Anson County is doing to take advantage of the Federal Opportunity
Zone Program, so I thought this might be a good time to review the basics, discuss
the relevance for economic development organizations in general, and explain how
the program impacts our county in particular.

The Opportunity Zone Program was created by recently passed federal tax
legislation, known as The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (H.R.1). North Carolina
Opportunity Zones offer qualified investors certain tax benefits when they invest
unrealized capital gains into these areas, the general idea being that large investors
would pump new capital into these less-prosperous communities.

The law allowed each state to designate up to 25% of its low-income census tracts
as zone candidates. Since North Carolina has about 1,000 tracts which meet the
qualifications, only 252 could be chosen. The North Carolina Department of
Commerce chose these tracts based on census data, public input and collaboration
with local officials. [ was contacted by the DOC in early 2018 and asked which
of Anson County's six census tracts met certain guidelines which the federal
government had established--these guidelines included percent of population below
the poverty level and, critically, population density. Four tracts met the guidelines;
9203 (Peachland), 9204 (Wadesboro north of US74), 9205 (Wadesboro south of
US74) and 9201 (Lilesville). Tracts 9202 (Ansonville) and 9206 (southern 1/3
including Morven and McFarlan) did not.

In mid-2018, we were informed that the state had selected tract 9205 as Anson
County's Opportunity Zone. As shown on the map, this zone is effectively
greater Wadesboro south of US Highway 74. Clearly, population density played an
important role in the selection process, as this is far and away the most populated
of our six tracts. From an economic development perspective, however, tracts
9203 and 9204 would have offered more immediate opportunities.

The Opportunity Zones Program provides tax incentives for qualified investors to
re-invest unrealized capital gains into low-income communities throughout the state
and across the country. Investments made by qualified entities known as Opportunity
Funds into certified Opportunity Zones will receive three key federal tax incentives
to encourage investment in low-income communities:

1) Temporary tax deferral for capital gains reinvested in an Opportunity Fund.
2) Step-up in basis for capital gains reinvested in an Opportunity Fund.
3) Permanent exclusion from taxable income of long-term capital gains.

This program is significantly different from most economic development incentive
programs because it does not incentivize individual companies, in the usual sense,
to invest and create jobs in a particular area. Instead, it provides incentives for
institutional investors to invest in Opportunity Funds which will then develop or
invest in projects within those zones. A handful of authorized funds such as Pearl
and Fundrise are currently enrolling investors, and it is clear that these are complex
investment tools meant to be part of a large institutional portfolio, and not something
the average business is going to be able to benefit from directly.

It is similarly difficult to get a handle on what local developers and officials can
do to facilitate interest by these Opportunity Funds in locally-derived projects.
From a practical standpoint, it seems that anything less than a $20 or $30 million
development project would fly below the radar of these funds, and projects of that
scope are limited in number, especially in rural areas. However, there are several steps
which local organizations can take to ensure that they are at least being considered:
1) Designate all qualified properties within an Opportunity Zone as such on
standardized databases such as Location One.

2) Add an Opportunity Zone designator to qualified properties on the organization's
website, along with descriptions of projects proposed for these areas.

3) Prepare a printed handout delineating the Opportunity Zone and any properties
and projects.

4) Connect with regional and state-level economic development organizations to
stay up-to-date with how other communities are utilizing the zones and adopting
best practices as they evolve.
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Accepting New Patients

We Accept Most Insurances

704-694-3618

Call for an appointment today

Locally Owned & Operated

OPTOME.TRIC, PLLC.

1134 Holly Street in Wadesboro (0n Huwy 74 across from CV'S)

Holly Allison Kiker, OD

Mon-Thurs 8:30-5 & Closed Fridays 704-694-3618

DEMOCRATIC PARTY
PRECINCT MEETING
FOR ANSON COUNTY

All Precincts

THURSDAY

FEB 21 6PM
At Hampton B. Allen Library
120 South Greene Street
Wadesboro, NC

All precinct officers
and concerned citizens
are invited to attend.

NoRTH CAROLINA
DEMOCRATIC PARTY

NCDP.ORG

ANSON PEDIATRICS

PROVIDING QUALITY PEDIATRIC
CARE IN ANSON COUNTY

Flu Shots Available We Offer ADHD Evaluations

Same Day Sick Appointments Available - Accepting New Patients

O. Elliott Peters, MD, FAAP
Serving Anson County Since 2008

“Children Are A Gift From God"
Call 704-994-2300 for an Appointment
904 Morven Road, Wadesboro, NC 28170

Sarah P. Elliott, MD
Serving Anson County Since 1996

is ansonedp.com.

VISIT MARTIN FURNITURE
FOR YOUR FURNITURE NEEDS

UNBEATABLE LOW PRICES!

We have a variety of furniture styles at

MARTIN FURNITURE IS

Recliners o Lift Chairs
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VISIT OUR

We have

HEATERS

KEROSENE . GAS SLEEPSHOP
ELECTRIC:- WOOD

Curio & China Cabinets

YOUR ONE STOP FOR:

Bedroom Sets e Mattresses
Sofas e Chairs e Loveseats
Youth Furniture e Bookshelves
Gas & Electric Fireplaces  Desks |
Headboards e Dressing Tables
Lamps e Jewelry Armoires
Accent Cabinets e Tables
Appliances e Appliance Parts
Vacuum Cleaners ® Bunk Beds
Storage Cabinets e TV Stands

Coffee Tables e Kitchen Carts
Chaise Lounges...and more!!!

MARTIN FURNITURE FACTORY OUTLET
Highway 74 West in Wadesboro ¢ 704-694-3185 CERTIFICATES
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