Wildlife Commission Seeks Public’s Help with Alligator Sightings

The N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission is seeking the public’s assistance with a new citizen science project
that will help the agency answer the question, “Where do people see alligators in North Carolina?”

Anyone, whether a resident or visitor, who spots an alligator in the wild in North Carolina is asked to upload and
share their photos on the prOJect titled “NC Alhgators which launched today on the free online platform iNaturalist.

How to Spot an Alligator Nest:

Look for a mound of vegetation, sticks, leaves,
and mud in a sheltered spot in or near water.
Average dimensions of alligator nests are

6-8 feet wide and 1.5-2 ft tall.

People can upload their photos via a com-
puter at iNaturalist.org or they can download
the free iNaturalist app, which is available for
iPhone and Android.

“Submitting an alligator observation is very
easy,” said Alicia Davis, a natural resources
technician with the Commission and the proj-
ect curator. “If you see an alligator and can
take a picture, you simply upload the photo
to iNaturalist and add it to the NC Alligators
project. If the picture you upload was taken
with a smartphone, the iNaturalist platform
automatically gathers data on when and
where the photo was taken. If you take the
picture with a traditional camera, you can
drop a pin where you saw the alligator using
the Google map on the website.”

Observers should exercise caution and keep
a safe distance away when photographing al-
ligators, Davis added. “It’s easy to get caught
up in the excitement of seeing an alligator and
get too close, which could be dangerous,”
Dauvis said. “Also, we don’t want people feed-
ing them to get a better picture. Not only is
that dangerous for both the observer and the
animal, but it is also illegal.”
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The Commis-
sion  launched
the “NC Alliga-
tors” project to
learn more
about the distri-
bution of alliga-
tors in the state.
Currently, alliga-
tors have a natural distribution range of about 25 coastal counties in North Carolina,
which is the northern extent of the alligator’s range. Previous scientific work has shown
that researchers need to monitor alligators so they can better understand how alligator
populations respond to habitat changes, such as saltwater intrusion, fluctuation in water
levels, and habitat loss.

“Data collected from this project will also help us identify areas with high potential for
human-alligator interactions,” Davis said. “We could use this type of information to re-
duce negative interactions between people and alligators. For example, these observa-
tions could help WRC staff decide where to focus educational efforts about alligators.”

People who want to report observations but do not want to use iNaturalist
can send their alligator observations directly to Davis at
alicia.davis@ncwildlife.org. The email should include:

e A photo of the alligator

e When it was observed (date and time)

e The location where it was found (GPS coordinates are best, but a detailed location
description is acceptable)

e Estimation of size class (1) Hatchling-3 feet; (2) 3-6 feet; (3) 6-9 feet; (4) More than
9 feet; or (5) Unknown

Other ways the public can help the Commission learn more about alligators in
North Carolina are:

e Reporting locations of alligator nests
e Providing access to private property for alligator surveys

For more information, contact Davis at alicia.davis@ncuwildlife.org or 919-707-4087.

To learn more about alligators in North Carolina, read the Commission’s “Coexisting
with Alligators” and American Alligator wildlife profile, both at www.ncwildlife.org.
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Grace Senior Center’s
annual Senior Informa-
tion/Health Fair will be
held on Tuesday, May 16
at the Lockhart-Taylor
Center’s Ingram Room.
The event will take place
from 11 am. to 1 p.m.

If you are interested in
attending, please con-
tact Grace Senior Cen-
ter to register and for
additional information
at 704-694-6616.
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Bingo games are held
every third Tuesday of the
month at Grace Senior
Center at 1 p.m. All
seniors are invited to at-
tend for fun and fellow-
ship. There is not cost,
but you must be 55 or
older to play. For more
information or to regis-
ter to play call the center
at 704-694-6616.
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CoOMMUNITY MEDICAL, PA OF MARSHVILLE

Community Medical, PA of Marshville and Dr. Gary Henry would like to
announce the addition of Brandi Thomas, FNP-C, Family Nurse Practitioner
to the practice.

As a Union County native, Brandi looks forward to meeting the healthcare
needs of her community. Dr. Henry will continue to serve his community,
providing the same quality care he has for over 26 years.

Brandi’s background is in primary care, chronic disease management,
diabetes management/education, hypertension, long term care and aesthetics.
She is a Business Management graduate of Wingate University, and has a
Masters in Nursing, Family Nurse Practitioner from UNCC.

We are accepting new patients & accept most all insurances.

We are here to help you! Call to arrange your appointment today!

Both providers are
Federally Certified
Medical Examiners and
perform DOT exams and
Urine/Hair drug testing
on-site five days a week.

Dr. Gary Henry BrandiS. Thomas, FNP-C

COMMUNITY MEDICAL, PA Family Practice / Medical Care

520 West Main Street, Marshville ¢ 704-624-3388 or 704-694-3339 ¢ Fax 704-624-3390
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