Wildlife Commission’s Bat-Friendly Advice for Homeowners
.f’.," e N e o0 _&.-5 ;I pfﬁ The N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission

Tt 4 is offering bat-friendly tips to homeowners
] now that pup-raising season is underway.
0 ; The beginning of May through the end of
_ 4 July marks the timeframe when female bats
¥ © % | are raising their young - called pups. Com-
/ - mission biologists urge homeowners to avoid
' . closing up holes or installing eviction devices
during this time, as young bats, like other
mammals, depend on their mother for sur-
— vival during the first few weeks of life.

= "If a homeowner installs an eviction device
or covers up the holes that bats have used to
get into the house, female bats may not be
able to get to their young after a night of
feeding, and the young bats would starve to
death,” said Jessie Birckhead, the Commis-
sion's wildlife extension biologist. "If any bats
- are sealed inside, including pups that can't ﬂy,

they will search for a way out and may find their way into the homeowner's living space.’

Although it only takes roughly seven weeks for a young bat to attain the ability to fly, dif-
ferent species of bats give birth to live young at different times, hence the 3-month range.

"As long as bats can't get into the living space, homeowners should find that it
is best to let the female bat finish rearing its pups before excluding the bats from
the building," Birckhead said.

Once the pup-rearing season has ended in late July, Birckhead advises homeowners to
determine how bats are entering the house and permanently seal all potential entry points.

"Look for small holes, cracks in siding or fascia, tiny spaces around utility boxes -all
these places can allow a bat to get inside your home," Birckhead said. "If any bats are
present, you need to install eviction devices that allow the bats to leave but prevent them
from coming back into your home. Once eviction devices have been up for a week and
all bats have left, the follow-up work of permanent exclusion must be completed.”

Bat exclusion devices can be purchased or made from PVC pipe. More information
on bat exclusion guidelines is available on Bat Conservation International's website,
www.batcon.org.

People who would rather hire a professional to exclude bats from their homes can
find a wildlife damage control agent in their area by visiting www. ncwildlife.org and
clicking on the "Have a Wildlife Problem" link on the left side of the page.

Bats return to the same roosts each spring, so it is important not only to maintain your
home after excluding bats, but also to help displaced bats find alternate roosting spaces
when they return. Homeowners can erect bat boxes near their homes. Place bat boxes
on a pole or a building, not a tree, and at least 10 feet high in a place with at least seven
hours of direct sunlight in the summer. Tree limbs prevent direct sunlight on the box,

make bats more vulnerable to predators, and
obstruct flight when entering and exiting the
box," said Brandon Sherrill, the Commission's
mammologist. For tips on building, buying, or
installing bat boxes see www.batcon.org.
While bats are warm and fuzzy, most peo-
ple do not have warm and fuzzy feelings

\ about them - despite the fact that they play

y a crucial role in our ecosystem. All bat
species that reside in North Carolina feed
: voraciously on insects, consuming close to
their body weight each night. Many of the

J ust lfidding with the top photo! insects bayts co?lsume are %ery dam:ging to
This is the size of most NC bats. agriculture crops. In other parts of the world,
bats serve as important pollinators for fruits that humans consume every day, such as
bananas and mangos. Still others serve as seed-dispersers for a wide variety of foods,
from avocados to cashews.

Helping bats, whether by setting up a bat box or avoiding the use of eviction devices
during pup-rearing season, can do much to offset problems bats are facing today. How-
ever, the biggest and most serious threat to bats is white-nose syndrome, a fungus that
invades and destroys the tissue of bats during the winter, killing anywhere from 70 to
100 percent of bats in a colony. Biologists first detected WNS in North Carolina in a
bat from Avery County in 2011, and since that time, the disease has stricken five bat
species in 10 counties in western North Carolina. Although WNS does not affect hu-
mans or pets, its effects on bat colonies have been devastating.

People can do many things to help bat populations in North Carolina. In addition to
installing bat boxes, they can:

e Plant native plants that attract insects to provide food for bats
e Limit the use of insecti-
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Storytime Every Wednesday at Partnership for Children

The Anson County Partnership for Children offers Storytime in the Early Childhood
Resource Center each Wednesday, from 10 to 10:30 a.m. for children ages 3 to 8.
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cides and herbicides
whenever possible

e Avoid disturbing hiber-
nation areas and mater-
nity colonies

e Join a conservation
group, such as Bat Con-
servation International, to
stay up to date on bat
conservation efforts

e Educate yourself and

others regarding the im- I \/ Hllllle

portance of bats and why nena“' Imnrnvament

they are beneficial. .
"Now more than ever, VRTV'S + landscaping

bats populations need our
help,” Sherrill said. "When
you see a bat, don't panic.
As with all wildlife, we al-
ways advise people to
leave bats alone. They're
a natural and important
part of our ecosystem."”
Read more tips on coex-
isting with bats and other
wildlife, and learn more
about bats in general by
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LARC
Long Acting
Reversible
Contraceptives

Intrauterine Devices and Nexplanons

THE ANSON COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Offers these devices

LARC’s are devices that are implantable,
for years of uninterrupted contraceptive effectiveness.

Anson County Health Department offers 2 kinds:
* NEXPLANON is a matchstick size, flexible rod that implants under the
skin on the upper arm. It provides 3 years of protection.
* INTRAUTERINE (INSIDE THE UTERUS) DEVICES are available in
three different brands. Paragard for 10 years protection, Mirena for 5 years of
protection, and Skyla for 3 years of protection.

OUR MEDICAL PROVIDER IS ABLE
TO IMPLANT ANY OF THESE DEVICES

Call 704-694-5188
Or visit the Anson County Health Department
110 Ashe Street in Wadesboro

visiting the Commission's
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Conserving page
www. ncwildlife.org/con-
serving.
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295/76/R22.6 AP 14Py  $215.00
1MR225 AP 16Ply  $215.00
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CLOSER CUTTING,
FASTER DRYDOWN.

The Discbine® 313 and Discbine® 316 center-pivot disc mower-conditioners
feature cleaner cutting, more efficient crop flow, and smoother, more effective
conditioning. The SMART design includes the new MowMax™ cutterbar and the
WideDry™ conditioning system. Larger discs with heavier gears, bearings, and
interconnecting shafts increase durability. While the conditioning module is 125
inches wide for consistent dry down, maximizing hay quality.

¢ Larger discs cut closer with less cutterbar tilt

¢ ShockPRO™ disc drive hubs absorb impact
before damage can occur

¢ Exclusive 3-year MowMax™ Il cutterbar
warranty protection

e Widedry™ conditioning systems are 22%
wider than previous models

* Your choice of chevron rubber rolls, chevron
steel rolls or LeaningEdge™ flails
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3144 Highway 74 East
Monroe 704-233-4242
www.BrooksSales.com

Mon - Fri 7:30 am - 5:30 pm
Saturday 8 am - 12 noon
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