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Providing Quality Pediatric CareProviding Quality Pediatric Care

Same Day 
Sick

Appointments
Available

Accepting 
New Patients

Sarah P. Elliott, MD O. Elliott Peters, MD, FAAP

“Children Are A Gift From God”

Call 704-994-2300 for an Appointment

904 Morven Road, Wadesboro, NC 28170

ANSON PEDIATRICS

Serving Anson County
Since 1996

Serving Anson County
Since 2008

Don’t wait...Beat the rush for 
KINDERGARTEN, DAY CARE & SPORTS PHYSICALS

Make your appointment now!

Feed My Lambs, Inc.
(FML) has received
$2,000 from the Food
Lion Feeds Charitable
Foundation just in
time to help feed local
residents. FML will
use the gift to purchase
food for those in need.

“Funds are vital to
our continuing success
to give hope and help
to those who, no matter
how hard they try,
just can’t make ends
meet,” said Lisa Holt,
Executive Director of
Feed My Lambs, Inc.
“I am truly grateful for the Food Lion Feeds Charitable Foundation Gift.”

FML is a nonprofit ministry that serves Anson County residents who are struggling.
In keeping with the command of Christ, the mission is to provide assistance to the needy
and homeless through a food and clothing ministry. Since its inception in 1999, this
organization has done just that, having served thousands of local families. In 2016 FML
distributed 1,174,215 pounds of food and non-food items to Anson County residents.

Established in 2001, the Food Lion Feeds Charitable Foundation provides
financial support for programs and organizations dedicated to feeding the
hungry in the communities it serves. Since its inception the foundation has
rewarded more than $9 million in grants.
About Food Lion

Food Lion, based in Salisbury, North Carolina since 1957, has nearly 1,000 stores in
10 Southeastern and Mid-Atlantic states, and employs more than 63,000 associates. By
leveraging its longstanding heritage of low prices and convenient locations, Food Lion
is working to own the easiest full shop grocery experience in the Southeast, anchored
by a strong commitment to affordability, freshness and the communities it serves.
Through Food Lion Feeds, the company has committed to provide 500 million meals
to individuals and families in need by the end of 2020. Food Lion is a company of
Delhaize America, a U.S. division of Zaadam-based Royal Ahold Delhaize Group. 

For more information visit www.foodlion.com.

Feed My Lambs, Inc. Receives Gift 
from Food Lion Feeds Charitable Foundation

From left are Patsy Brasington, Board member of Feed My
Lambs, Chris Williams of Food Lion and Hubert Wright,

President of Board of Directors of Feed My LambsJob Opportunity

FULL-TIME  CDL A 
TANKER DRIVER

If Interested, Please Call Chris at 479.530.4460
Email bthomas@darlingii.com
or fax resume to 479.229.3734

Monroe / Rockingham NC Area
Excellent Benefit & Compensation Package

EOE / M / F / Vet / Disabled

You Decide: Can Urban and Rural Areas Get Along?

By Dr. Mike Walden, North Carolina Cooperative Extension:  My wife and I
have one foot in rural regions and the other in big cities. We were both born and
raised in small towns – I in an unincorporated town (meaning it wasn’t big enough
to qualify as an official municipality) in Ohio and she in a recognized town (but still
tiny) in upstate New York. I have a vague memory of my mother pulling me in a
little wagon to the country store for groceries. On the way home, the groceries were
in the wagon and I would walk!

But we’ve spent almost the last forty years of our lives living in Raleigh since I
joined the faculty at N.C. State in 1978. Although it may not have been when we
moved here, Raleigh today is certainly a big city. Indeed, it is recognized as one of
the most dynamic big cities in the country.

My wife and I love both cities and the country. That’s one reason North Carolina
is so great – it has both busy urban areas as well as tranquil rural regions.

But often the urban and rural areas don’t seem to get along. For example, in the
2016 presidential election, urban areas tended to vote for Secretary Clinton while
rural regions favored President Trump. We saw the same urban/rural split in the
North Carolina gubernatorial and General Assembly elections.  

The urban-rural divide in North Carolina also extends to public policy. Here are
two examples.   Local public schools are partially supported by local property tax
revenues. Since property values per resident are often higher in urban counties than
in rural counties, there’s been a long-running debate whether this wealth disparity
gives urban counties an unfair advantage in funding public schools.

The second example is sales taxes. Part of the sales tax revenues collected by the
state are returned to the counties, but there’s an issue over how to do this. Should
the distribution to counties be based on where the sales occurred or where the buyers
live? North Carolina has a formula using both factors, but there’s frequently a debate
about the relative importance of each in the formula. Indeed, legislation was intro-
duced this year in the General Assembly to change the formula.

Has the urban-rural feud gotten worse? Some say three powerful forces – global-
ization, the elevation of education’s importance and population trends – have moved
urban and rural areas farther apart in recent decades.

Two of the largest traditional employers in rural North Carolina counties were tex-
tiles and furniture. However, trade treaties agreed to by the U.S. since the
1990s prompted a large share of these industries to relocate to foreign
countries, and many counties have struggled to find replacements. At the
same time, the opening of foreign markets has benefitted the largely urban-
based technology and financial sectors.

More businesses and industries are today requiring a higher level of formal educa-
tion in their workforce. As a result, an increasing number of high school graduates
are continuing their education at 4-year colleges and universities. Yet a two-part issue
has emerged. The 4-year colleges and universities are often in urban areas. Plus, the
jobs using that college education are also frequently in urban areas. The result is a
“brain drain” of young people who leave their rural homes for a college education
and a job and never return.

The third reason – population growth – is really a result of the first two.
With education and employment opportunities greatest in urban areas, and
with the big cities having the restaurants, entertainment and airport access
favored by businesses and young workers, population growth has been
greatest in the urban counties. This decade, almost half of North Carolina’s
counties – predominantly rural – have lost population.

So can we do something to bring urban and rural counties together? As long as
the three forces continue, public policy can only marginal impacts. The expansion
of East Carolina University has certainly helped spark a tech and pharmaceutical
complex around Greenville, but that’s hard to replicate everywhere.  

However, where options exist, one policy would be to always lean toward rural
counties. I remember the late State Treasurer Harlan Boyles telling me it would be
wise to locate all the state’s facilities that aren’t tied to a specific place in rural coun-
ties for the jobs they create. But perhaps the best way to bring urban and rural areas
together is to make them aware of their economic linkages. Businesses in urban
counties often purchase inputs from nearby rural counties. Also, many residents in
rural counties daily drive to jobs in urban counties.  

North Carolina has a structure of eight multi-county “prosperity zones”, but they
have no taxing power and little policy control. Maybe the state should consider ex-
panding the zones’ capabilities to identify and develop linkages and mutual objectives
in education and transportation. But right now, the economic winds are blowing in
favor of urban regions. Yet a rural renaissance could come, based on agribusiness
expansion, tourism, an influx of retirees and a revival of large-scale manufacturing
needing big tracts of land. So – could tomorrow be different – will the prospects for
urban and rural regions come together? You decide?

Walden is a William Neal Reynolds Distinguished Professor and Extension Econo-
mist in the Department
of Agricultural and Re-
source Economics at
North Carolina State
University who teaches
and writes on personal
finance, economic out-
look and public policy.

Painting Class
Flower Bloom

Watercolor 
or Pastels

Discover Your Inner
Artist this Thursday,
June 1 and paint a
flower bloom.  The class
will be held at the
Cheraw Community
Center from 9 a.m. until
12 noon. Participants
will paint a flower
bloom in either water-
color or pastel.  All ma-
terials are provided. The
actual subject to be
painted can be chosen
by the participant.

The cost is $25,
and the instructor is
Beth Maier.  Call
Cheraw Arts Com-
mission to register,
843-537-8420 x 12.

FREE PREGNANCY TESTS & ULTRASOUNDS

PARENTING CLASSES
Every Tuesday at 3 p.m. at our office
19 South Williams Street in Polkton

Clients earn diapers & other free baby items!

FREE ULTRASOUNDS
Every other Monday. Call for details & apppintment.

Free Parenting Classes, Diapers, 
Ultrasounds & Pregnancy Tests

Learn about parenting in a small group setting while earning free diapers.  Free parenting
classes are offered by HOPE Pregnancy Resource Center at 3 p.m. on Tuesdays.  They take
place at the HOPE Office located at 19 South Williams Street in Polkton.  Attendees earn a
pack of diapers for every two classes they participate in.  To sign up call 704-690-6689.

HOPE offers free pregnancy tests and ultrasounds in their office every other Monday.
You can all them for dates and times.  It is always best to schedule the tests and ultrasounds,
but they do try to accommodate walk-ins when possible.

Be sure to ask about HOPE’s clothing ministry.
The website for HOPE is www.hprc-anson.org.

Ladies Out at Grace Senior Center
Ladies Out is held every Monday at 1 p.m. at Grace Senior Center.  To find out what

that means, and to register, call 704-694-6616.


