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Gardening Gone Wild:
How Invasive Plants
Overrun Our Landscapes
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Invasive species. It’s a term that often sparks debate.
The meaning of ‘invasive’ can be subjective, which
further muddies the water and often leads to misuse
of the term. The U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) defines an invasive species as a nonnative
species that, when introduced, causes or is likely to
cause economic or environmental harm or harm to
human health in the ecosystem under consideration.

Plants have an innate instinct to spread their seeds
over a wide area to prevent seedling competition with
the parent plant for resources like water, sunlight and
nutrients. By spreading their seeds, plants increase the

704-694-2524 chances of their offspring surviving and thriving in
Visit us online at diverse environments. Natural dispersal mechanisms,
leavittfh.com such as wind, water, animals and gravity, have played

a significant role in plant evolution and native ranges.
When seeds are dispersed naturally, plant species that emerge into a new ecosystem
are often considered naturalized. When their spread is directly or indirectly linked to
human actions, and their introduction harms the existing ecosystem, it’s labeled as
invasive, or more aptly, a nonnative invasive.

It’s important to note that not all introduced species become invasive. Many
introduced species successfully integrate into new ecosystems without causing harm.
[t’s also worth noting that although native species like American pokeweed (Phytolacca
americana), jewelweed (Impatiens capensis), purple passionflower (Passiflora incarnata)
and poison ivy (Toxicodendron radicans) can seem invasive as they aggressively
encroach into our landscapes, they are just that—aggressive spreaders, not an invasive
species. These plants are part of the natural ecosystem and do not pose the same
threats as nonnative invasive species. They are a part of our native forest systems and
contribute to the overall biodiversity.

Nonnative invasive plants are typically fast growing, can reproduce rapidly and are
able to tolerate a wide range of environmental conditions. Often, they are among the
first to recolonize an area following a major disturbance like wildfire, major storms,
flooding events and land use change. Many have aggressive root systems that can
spread long distances and outcompete surrounding vegetation while others produce
chemicals in their leaves or root systems that can inhibit the growth of plants around
them. Free from the natural competition of herbivores - insects and diseases that
normally keep populations in check - nonnative invasive plants can outcompete native
species, leading to a decline in biodiversity. Forests are complex systems of interacting
organisms. Our understanding of the long-term consequences of nonnative invasive
plants is still emerging. Still, it’s clear that they can change forest structure, degrade
the beauty of our landscapes, disrupt food webs, harbor other invasive insects and
pathogens and alter ecological processes such as fire regimes and nutrient cycling.

Increasing global trade and widespread use of nonnative plants for horticultural and
landscaping purposes have contributed to the establishment of invasive plants and the
challenges they present. Many of these nonnative plants, initially cultivated, have
escaped and are now dominating the surrounding environment. According to the North
Carolina Invasive Plant Council’s Invasive Plant List:

(nc-ipc.weebly.com/nc-invasive-plants), there are more than 120 invasive plant
species currently in North Carolina and more than 100 more on their watchlist. Many
of these can be purchased from local and online garden centers.

The most effective way to combat nonnative invasive plants is through prevention.
The N.C. Forest Service strongly urges folks to utilize native plants in your landscapes,
gardens and forests, and to avoid planting species known to be invasive. Secondly,
remove invasives when observed. Early detection and rapid response are crucial for
controlling small infestations before they spread further. Controlling established
nonnative invasive plants can be more challenging and may require persistent effort
over multiple seasons. However, the benefits to our native forest systems and human
well-being greatly outweigh the effort.

Contact your local NCFS office
(ncforestservice.goy/Contacts) for assis-
tance with the identification and specific
recommendations for managing nonnative
invasive plant species on your land. You
can also join us during National Invasive
Species Awareness Week (Feb. 24-28) for
our annual Statewide Weed Out
Campaign to reclaim our landscapes from
nonnative invasive plants.

More information on the Statewide
Weed Out Campaign is coming soon.

See the Forest Health Program’s Inva-
sive Plants page (ncforestservice.gov
invasives) for more information on
invasive plant identification and specifics

Lawrence Jean “Larry” Levine

As Gerald M Levine And Ruth B Berlin were
joining in Holy Matrimony, they could never have
imagined the beautiful baby boy that they would
be bringing into the world or the impact he would
make on it

Lawrence Jean “Larry” Levine, born May 4, 1956,
in Dallas, Texas, passed away on November 14, 2024,
at the age of 68. He graduated from the University of
Texas at Dallas in 1985 with a Bachelors of Business
degree. Larry lived a life full of passion, curiosity, and connection, leaving
an indelible mark on all who knew him.

Larry was a talented computer software engineer in the banking industry,
where his work was both innovative and rewarding. Beyond his career, he
found joy in life’s simple pleasures and adventures. Larry enjoyed skiing the
beautiful slopes of New Mexico and the lakes of East Texas. He loved
snowmobiling the white tundra and running his fingers through the pristine
waters alongside his catamaran, losing himself in countless video games at
home and Dallas Mavericks nights out with buddies. He always looked forward
to dinner and movie nights with his close friends and playing co-ed Softball.

Larry had a passion for education, advocacy, and support for families
affected by Parkinson’s. Unfortunately, Larry passed before he could make
the difference he intended to. Larry believed in making life better, not just
for himself, but for others as well. Larry’s kindness, humor, and adventurous
spirit will be forever cherished by his family and friends.

He is survived by his loving brother, Robert Levine, and loving sister-in-
law, Linda Levine, sister Stephanie Molchan, beloved niece and nephews,
Krystle Rigsby, Dallas Levin, and Darien Levine. He was married for five years
to his wife Natalia and her son Vlad in 2003, and too many close friends to list
all. Thank you for making Larry’s life exceptional.

His family invites contributions in his name at everloved.com.

A memorial service will be held to celebrate Larry’s life at Living Word
Ministries in Chesterfield, SC on Saturday, November 23, at 2:00 p.m.
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on treatment recommendations. For
resources on incorporating native plants
on your land that meet your needs, visit:
e North Carolina Extension Gardener
Plant Toolbox (plants.ces.ncsu.edu)

e North Carolina Native Plant Society
Native Plant List:

The Winged Burning Bush (Euonymus
alatus) is a popular ornamental shrub
prized for its vibrant fall foliage and
salt tolerance. Though it is now
considered an invasive plant species in
more than 25 states, it remains readily
available for purchase.

(ncwildflower.org/recommended-native-species)

Though native plant species like poison ivy (left) and American pokeweed (right)
seem invasive as they aggressively encroach into our landscapes, they are
considered aggressive spreaders rather than invasive species.

Funny, Random & Weird Holidays

e Nov 21 Thursday - Use Less Stuff Day & World Hello Day
e Nov 22 Friday - Go For a Ride Day & Buy Nothing Day

e Nov 23 Saturday - Fibonacci Day

e Nov 24 Sunday - Celebrate Your Unique Talent Day

e Nov 25 Monday - Shopping Reminder Day

e Nov 26 Tuesday - Cake Day

COME SEE US AT OUR NEW LOCATION...
7260 EAST MARSHVILLE BLVD.
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In Marshville Family Dentistry
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MARSHVILLE FAMILY DENTISTRY * 7260 EAST MARSHVILLE BLvD. (Hwy 74)

We work with various dental insurance
companies, such as, Metlife Dental,
UnitedHealthCare Dental, Delta Dental,
Blue Cross Blue Shield of North
Carolina Dental Plan, to make your
dental care more affordable.
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Steve A. Northcutt’s

EVENT SPACE AVAILABLE

James Holbrook Building at 400
North Greene Street in Wadesboro.

Includes tables, chairs, linen, china

& centerpieces. Find with Facebook!
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SHINE'S SHEDS & SHELTERS
CARPORTS  METAL BUILDINGS
PORTABLE STORAGE BUILDINGS

USED APPLIANCES

RENT TO OWN - NO CREDIT CHECK
8613 Highway 74 East in Marshville
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